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Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Kiran Kumar Reddy,
though looks confident, has big reason to worry,
because it’s turmoil everywhere. 
If he thinks he can complete his tenure before facing the
next general elections, he is likely to go wrong for
reasons best known to him. By all probability, elections
to the State Legislative Assembly will be advanced.
Sharmila of YSR Congress is getting ready to resume her
padayatra while Telugu Desam supremo Chandrababu
Naidu is launching a massive campaign in rural Andhra
Pradesh. 
The MIM  will leave no stone unturned even to unleash
a communal riot to fish in the troubled water. T R S  and
associates are already on the warpath. The Left and the
BJP are already warming up to face any emergency. And
if elections are held well before the actual time, it will
sure spell doom to the Congress government. 
Kiran Kumar Reddy is now fighting to keep things in
place. 
It is true that Jagan Mohan Reddy has changed the
dynamics of Andhra Pradesh politics. More Congress
MLAs are moving to YSRC camp, giving sleepless
nights to Kiran Kumar Reddy. The Congress' majority
in the State Assembly is very thin. 

Kiran Kumar Reddy's worst nightmare may be a reality
by the year end.

|The News You Like | February 2013 1

Payam Sudhakaran

EDITOR’S DESK



The News You Like | February 2013|2

INDEX

Girls for hire
If you don’t have a girlfriend to enjoy a fun-filled
sundown, don’t worry! There are teams in Hyderabad 
that ‘hire’ you a ‘girlfriend’. But remember, sex is strict
no and availing this service is at your own risk!

In a deplorable
development,
thousands of police
personnel were put to
use for making the
recently concluded
National women’s
(under-20) hockey
championship in
Hyderabad ...

The culture of smaller
cities in South India has
been changed
drastically with grand
malls making entries to
II tier and III tier cities.
For the young and the
affluent, malls are
places for fun with...Striving hard to change

rural India to the synonym
of prosperity, Chennai-
based Villgro is busy
extending all-round
services to early stages
social entrepreneurs,
almost sparking a
nationwide movement

Top cop’s love
of sports

Mushrooming
Malls

Resurgence of
rural India

18

26

46

53

Telangana: ................3
A slippery fish?
Aged are lonely, resigned ....7
Religious conversions ..........8
in hi-tech prison!
Ugly head of hatred..............9
A mysterious police probe!16
A top cop who gets ..........19
‘cuts’ from criminals!
Booze…everywhere! ........20
AP to have centralized ......21
emergency helpline
What ails ACB? ..............28
City’s blue eyed boy ..........30
Outlaws turn barbaric........33
Pratibha Patil’s ..............34
wanderlust
British men find ..............35
mini-skirts ‘too distracting’
Gold mania ..............36
Weird World ..............38
Sports Scan ..............44
Are those messages ............56
taken seriously?
Prisoners make ..............58
pretty salesmen too!



|The News You Like | February 2013 3

A KULLAYAPPA

All-India Congress Committee
(AICC) general secretary and

Union minister Ghulam Nabi Azad
made it simple and plain; this is not
the first time the AICC leader said
it though. Azad’s statement that
there was no deadline set for Telan-
gana did not come as a surprise. It
was expected.

This latest U-turn by the Con-
gress gives ground to the notion
that separate Telangana was never

in its agenda. And for the gullible
millions of Telangana region, sepa-
rate statehood looks like a slippery
fish.

Ever since the then Home
Minister P Chidambaram on 9 De-
cember 2009 initiated the process
for a separate Telangana state, the
leaders of various political parties,
cultural organisations, activists and
analysts have been giving different
pictures about the issue.

The Telangana sentiment took
its origin way back in 1956 when

Telangana: 
A slippery fish?

Ever since the then Home
Minister P Chidambaram
on 9 December 2009

initiated the process for
a separate Telangana
state, the leaders of

various political parties,
cultural organisations,
activists and analysts
have been giving

different pictures about
the issue.

POLITICAL PICTURE
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Telangana was merged with Andhra
state, much against the wish of the
people of the region. When Andhra
state was formed in 1953 with
Kurnool as its capital and T
Prakasam as its chief minister, po-
litical scenario in Hyderabad state
under Nizam’s rule was taking a dif-
ferent turn.

Telugu, Urdu, Marathi and
Kannada-speaking areas and people
were part of Hyderabad state. It had
seen political turmoil when the
Nizam refused to merge with the
Indian union at the time of inde-
pendence in 1947. While Razakars,
the armed militia of the Majlis, vi-
olently opposed the merger, Telan-
gana region also witnessed an
armed peasant struggle against feu-
dal oppression led by the Commu-
nist Party.

In September 1948, the Indian
army put an end to the Nizam’s rule
and merged the Hyderabad state
with the Indian union. After the
merger, the Congress won in the
first elections in Hyderabad state
held in 1952 and Burgula Ramakr-
ishna Rao became its first chief
minister. Later in 1956, it was
merged with Andhra state, much
against the wishes of people in
Telangana.

People in the region bore a
grudge against the influx of people
from other states, especially
Andhra region to their territory.
Migrants occupied most civil serv-
ice posts, they got jobs in Telangana
as English education gave them an
edge over the local people. They
also obtained false nativity certifi-
cates and settled down in Telan-

gana, buying vast stretches of land.
The first States Reorganisation

Commission (SRC) recommended
that Telangana could remain a sep-
arate state for five years, i e, till
1961. But however, Telangana was
merged with Andhra state to form
Andhra Pradesh through the “Gen-
tlemen’s Agreement.”

The irony is when united
Andhra Pradesh was formed Telan-
gana was an independent, viable,
revenue-surplus state while Andhra
State was not.  Andhra had a finan-
cially difficult existence during
1953-56.

Telangana was neither poor
nor backward as it indeed had rich
resources. However, it lagged be-
hind due to the absence of English
educational facilities and employ-

ment opportunities under the
Nizam.

If the merger had not hap-
pened, under their own govern-
ment, the Telangana people would
have attained similar educational
and employment standards that
people from coastal Andhra had.

People of Telangana have been
exploited, and all the good went to
other regions. Whenever people
rose up against the unequal treat-
ment meted out to them, the prom-
ise of “development” was always
made.

Yeah, it has been made over
and over again, only to be broken.
For the millions of common people
in Telangana, it appears like Never-
Never-Nest.  

The irony is when united Andhra Pradesh was formed Telangana was an
independent, viable, revenue-surplus state while Andhra State was not.

Andhra had a financially difficult existence during 1953-56

POLITICAL PICTURE

Gulam Nabi Azad Susheel Kumar Shide
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With Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi emerging

stronger than ever and the Con-
gress’s young leader Rahul Gandhi
being anointed the party vice pres-
ident in the recently concluded
Chintan Shivir, it has become in-
creasingly clear that the battle will
be between Modi and Gandhi in
the 2014 general elections. 

Talks on who will become
India’s next prime are all over the
media, though no one can predict
the poll outcome in a precise man-

ner, pollsters and analysts are talk-
ing in anticipation. One thing is
clear, Modi and Rahul will be the
prime ministerial candidates in the
next elections. As for Rahul
Gandhi, he is the ultimate leader for
the Congress and he doesn’t have
any challenger within the party. The
party has, well-in advance, ensured
that no alternative power will
emerge in the centre and that gives
Rahul a free run. 

Modi is out and out a people’s
leader. His party supports him from
the grassroots level and is the first
preference to be the Prime Minis-

ter. The problem with Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is, it is not a sin-
gle-power-centre party. Every Chief
Minister is a power centre for BJP
and it has no strong central control-
ling. Again, the remote control of
the party has always been handled
by its parent - RSS. That means
Modi has to face more challenges
than Rahul. But when it comes to
talking, Rahul is no match for
Modi.

However, the one thing that is
common between Modi and Rahul
is neither Congress nor BJP is likely
to announce their candidatures in

Modi Rahul
Modi is out and out a people’s leader. His party supports him from the grassroots level
and is the first preference to be the Prime Minister. At the same time, the young leader
of Congress – Rahul Gandhi - is likely to take the high ground and talk about meeting

the aspirations of youth, development, etc

X

POLITICAL PICTURE
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advance. Apparently the BJP and
the Congress will have Modi and
Rahul respectively as their parties’
chief campaign managers.

While the Congress is sure to
make communalism its major plank
to overcome anti-incumbency, the
BJP will bank on development and
use serious corruption charges to
target the incumbent. It was not a
mere slip of tongue when Union
Home Minister Sushil Kumar
Shinde made remarks on BJP-RSS
terror camps along the border. He
was deliberately trying to force the
BJP on the defensive on terror,
even if it means giving Pakistan a
free ride on this propaganda self-
goal. The young leader of Congress
is likely to take the high ground and
talk about meeting the aspirations
of youth, development, etc. At the
same time senior leaders like Digvi-
jaya Singh and Shinde will go on a
blitzkrieg about the BJP-RSS con-
nection and try to force Modi and
his supporters to hit back in ways
where there can only be further
complications.

The Congress will do its best
to polarise the Muslim vote and try
to woo minorities and weaker sec-
tions in the name of secularism and
giving more opportunities. The BJP
will be permanently on the defen-
sive on communalism, thus helping
the Congress to polarise votes fur-
ther. For the BJP, the harder it tries
to defend itself, the more it will get
caught in the same perception that
it is communal.

Modi will try to garner Hindu
votes by playing a subtle communal
card in the hope that there is a re-
verse polarisation in states like UP,
Bihar, Andhra Pradesh and Assam.
But it will be a tough ballgame as
there are serious regional players in
the match.

It will be better for Modi not
to harp on communalism, but to

focus only on development and
governance in the hope that the
Congress will lose credibility by at-
tacking the BJP too much.

Rahul is young and charis-
matic and therefore likely to attract
youth whereas 62-year-old Modi
will have stand firm on develop-
ment plank to gain the national at-
tention. It is true that Modi
demonstrated in Gujarat that youth
is about an attitude of mind, not
age. As far as Rahul is concerned,
he is far behind in understanding
the aspirations of the middle class
and the youth – thus giving the BJP
a cutting edge.

His feudal mindset is going to
cost Rahul dear and old-style free-
bies and sops will not do much to
help him win votes. Modi, with his
unmatched aura will succeed in en-
ticing youth with his energy and
understanding of what they want.

However, it depends on both
the parties on how they will woo
the urban, youth and middle class
vote. The Congress and the BJP
should come up with strong mani-
festo promising a lot to the youth
and urban India.

The Modi camp, if succeeds in
bringing into focus the Congress
governance record and economic
failures of UPA-2, chances are that
Modi would stands out as a per-

former. Modi’s economic gover-
nance scores over the Congress
record at the centre. However, suc-
cess in Gujarat is not easily going to
rub off in other states. In fact, too
much talk of the Gujarat model will
only irritate voters outside Gujarat
as they would want to know what is
in it for them and their state.

The Congress will continue to
hold the high card of rural empow-
erment, freebies and cash transfers
– which may continue to give Con-
gress an edge in rural areas while
Modi gets an edge in urban areas.

Ideas and policies are not
going to play vital part in the Rahul-
Modi clash, but their ability to tai-
lor state-level strategies will work
for them.

With regional parties going to
play an important role, even 150-
plus seats can help the Congress
form a government like UPA-1,
with outside Left support. At 150-
plus seats, the BJP will have to pro-
vide a leader other than Modi to
run a government. At less than 140
seats each, we are more likely to see
a Federal or United Front of re-
gional parties in power with outside
Congress support.

It means Modi has a higher
hurdle to cross than Rahul. With-
out 180 seats, Modi is a not a real-
istic contender for PM.  

POLITICAL PICTURE
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Everything is not hunky-dory
with the senior citizens in the

country, if a new survey is any in-
dication. The survey puts paid to
the notion of the elderly being
treated with respect in India.

The survey shows that nearly
three-quarters of all old people in
the country are ready to move to a
community that offers them special
services. A large number of them
feel lonely, though they are also re-
signed to their fate.

Living alone in an environ-
ment where they are not satisfied

with the current security options,
eighty percent of the elderly sur-
veyed were concerned about the
possibility of theft and violence, as
they lived alone.

The survey was conducted be-
tween October and December
2012 by AZ Research, a firm that
ran the survey in 12 cities of India
and questioned 1,900 elders, show-
cased interesting trends.

According to reports, the
need for a comprehensive senior
living community in today’s day
and age is increasing. Three out of
every four seniors are open to mov-
ing to an assisted senior living com-

munity and seniors are increasingly
seeking and willing to pay for resi-
dential communities with house-
keeping support and leisure
avenues.

The survey shows that secu-
rity is one of the top three require-
ments from a living space. It
indicates that about eighty percent
of senior citizens are not satisfied
with current security options and
were concerned about the possibil-
ity of break-ins and stealing.

“Six out of ten elders do not
wish to live in a home that does not
have guaranteed security. Most of
them fear for their safety. The sen-
iors seek high-end security systems
that structured homes offer,” the
survey said.

The survey also showed that
most of the elders do not want to
relax. Many aspire for a new career.
Those who are above 70 years old
expressed a desire for new hobbies.
Many wish to socialize, visit clubs
and party. They also wanted exer-
cise, games and shopping.

India has 98 million elderly
citizens (over the age of 60). The
figure is expected to touch a whop-
ping 118 million by 2016, accord-
ing to statistics. 

Aged are
lonely,

resigned

FACT FILE
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Andhra Pradesh State Human
Rights Commission (AP-

SHRC) on January 16 called for a
detailed report from the Director
General of Prisons on the alleged
religious conversions being carried
out inside the central prison at
Cherlapally.

The HRC order comes in the
wake of a complaint lodged by P
Venkataramana, BJYM Greater
Hyderabad unit vice-president.

The complainant said he was
sent to Cherlapally prison last
month in connection with a false

case where he noticed a pastor
coming into the prison on a regular
basis and luring Hindu inmates
into

Christianity saying Jesus
would solve all the problems and
even get them out of the prison and
the cases.

Venkataramana also said the
pastor along with several girls aged
between 8 and 15 years accompa-
nied by an orchestra entered
Brahmapura Block on December
20 in the garb of Christmas cele-
brations. The Pastor lured and tried
to force Hindu inmates convert
their religion. The pastor has been

doing this illegal activity right
under the nose of the prison offi-
cials, the complainant said.

He urged the HRC to inspect
the video footage between Novem-
ber 19 and December 30, shot by
the CC cameras installed in the
prison and direct the officials con-
cerned to take action against the
pastor and others including the
prison officials for facilitating reli-
gious conversions inside the
prison.

HRC non-judicial member K
Peda Peri Reddy accepted the com-
plaint and called for a report from
the DG of prisons. 

Religious conversions
in hi-tech prison!
Activist approaches HRC seeking action against the culprits

FACT FILE
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It was not just a momentary emotional outburst. It
was not of course the concern for the safety and
welfare of Muslim community. It was a deliberate,
well-schemed display of megalomania which could

turn thousands of ignorant, illiterate people go into religious frenzy
and keep the fire of hatred towards other community in flames. Yes,
Akabaruddin Owaisi’s hate speech is more than what meets the eye.

Ugly heAd
of hATRed

COVER STORY
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MOHSIN BIN HUSSAIN
AL - KASARY

Islam is against hatred, and it
teaches people to love and not
to hate. Yet, in order to get

votes, power and settle personal
scores, this young zealot goes up to
any extent. A man who married a
Christian woman, one who was
once estranged from his own fam-
ily for his anti-religious actions,
one who spoke against Islam –
Akbar Owaisi – is no face Indian
Muslims as some are trying to por-
tray, religious experts vouch.

The Majlis-e-Ittehadul Mus-
limeen (MIM) is no outfit for so-
cial reforms. The history tells us of
the rise of a nominal political outfit
which had just one MLA some 40-

odd years ago to a present major
political party with nine MLAs, all
by adopting hate-filled, anti-social
and crooked political tactics.

Founded and shaped by
Nawab Mahmood Nawaz Khan
Qiledar Golconda of Hyderabad
State by the advice of Nawab Mir
Osman Ali Khan the Nizam of Hy-
derabad in 1927 as a pro-Nizam
party, the MIM has never repre-
sented the Islam as a religious,
peace-loving community.

The Razakars, a Muslim para-
military organization formed to
terrorise and sabotage Hindus in
Deccan, was directly connected to
the so-called MIM. The huge army
of Razakars – formed by a total
number of about a whopping
150,000 - was intended to fight

against the integration of India and
force merger of Hyderabad State
into Pakistan.

After the integration of Hy-
derabad state to the Indian Union,
the MIM was banned in 1948 till
1957. Its then president and Raza-
kar leader Qasim Rizvi was jailed
from 1948 to 1957 and then he was
left on the condition to go to Pak-
istan, where he was granted asy-
lum.

And in 1960, when Sultan
Salahuddin Owaisi -  father of
Akbar and his elder brother
Asaduddin - took complete com-
mand, MIM began emerging a po-
tential party in parts of Old City.  

According to political ana-
lysts, while Hyderabad MP
Asaduddin Owaisi is seen a moder-

COVER STORY
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ate and more matured leader, the
MIM wants to project Akbar as the
angry voice of Muslims, in an ap-
parent bid to create hostility to-
wards Hindus and garner votes in
the elections to come.

AKBAR’S OUTBURSTS
Addressing a huge gathering

on December 22 last year at Nirmal
in Adilabad district, Akbar made a
highly inflammatory speech pro-
moting enmity between different
groups and doing acts prejudicial
to harmony as well as waging or at-
tempting to wage war against the
state. After the video of his speech
went viral on social media, the po-
lice arrested Akbar on January 3
amid high drama on the premises
of Gandhi Medical College where
he was undergoing some medical
tests.

Owaisi is now facing five
charges: criminal conspiracy, sedi-
tion, threatening people to give
false evidence, doing public mis-

chief and disobeying official or-
ders. He faces similar charges in
Nizamabad town.

However, though controver-
sies are not new to MIM leaders,
Akbaruddin Owaisi gets the dis-
tinction of the first leader in its
post-independence history to face
serious charges like sedition and
waging war against the nation.

Several leaders of the MIM
were jailed during the 1975-77
Emergency period for political rea-
sons, but Akbar became perhaps
the first leader to be incarcerated
for hate speeches.

The 42-year-old third-time
MLA is at the risk of being disqual-
ified as a legislator with leaders cut-
ting across the political spectrum
demanding action against him for
his alleged venomous speeches in
Nirmal and Nizamabad towns last
month.

This not the first time the fire-
brand leader is giving hate speech.
According to sources, ever since he

discontinued his medical educa-
tion in Gulbarga Medical College
to enter politics in 1993, Akbar has
thrived on fiery hate-filled
speeches, targeting Hindus, politi-
cal rivals and highlighting the ‘in-
justice’ and ‘excesses’ on Muslims
in the country.

Perhaps it was his oratory
skills combined with his anti-
Hindu tone, made him a huge hit
with the uneducated masses in the
Old City even before he contested
an election. Those days his father
and MIM chief Sultan Salahuddin
Owaisi was facing the toughest
challenge to his political domina-
tion in Hyderabad from Amanullah
Khan, who had parted ways to float
the Majlis Bahchao Tehreek
(MBT).

Boosting his aging father’s
morale, Akbar defeated Amanullah
Khan in his stronghold in 1999
elections and emerged a potential
leader. After his elder brother
Asaduddin Owaisi moved to the

COVER STORY
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Lok Sabha in 2004, Akbar became
the party head in the assembly.

It may be recalled that Akbar
had issues with people within his
own community and he was almost
killed by rival Muslims in May
2011. He was shot and stabbed by
four attackers, but survived.

‘SHER-E-DECCAN’
Akbar, who carries a bullet in

his thigh after May 2011 bid on his
life, began to be called ‘Sher-e-Dec-
can’ (Tiger of Deccan) by his fol-
lowers. Though several cases have
been booked against the Owaisi
brothers on many occasions, none
of them was arrested until Akbar
was arrested by the police on Janu-
ary 3.  Ironically, in some cases,
warrants were issued, but they
were never arrested, thanks to
MIM’s friendly ties with party in
power.

Though most of the cases
were booked when they were lead-
ing public protests on various is-
sues and in some cases the police
was also was soft due to political
pressure, this time, Akbar’s rabbler-
ousing speeches were seen by his
rivals as crossing all limits of de-
cency and decorum in public life,
say political analysts. The MIM,
which severed its ties with ruling
Congress in November, found iso-
lated this time.

Akbar comes from a family
which dominated Hyderabad poli-
tics for over four decades. It was his
grandfather Abdul Wahid Owaisi
who revived MIM with a new con-
stitution in 1958. Ever since, the
MIM cashed in on the communal
polarization.

MIM supporters tried to cre-
ate trouble in the Old City on Jan-
uary 11 in protest  against the
arrest of Akbaruddin Owaisi, but
police used batons and tear gas
shells to quell the violent mob

In what looks like a calculated effort to create unrest following the
arrest of his brother Akbaruddin Owaisi for his hate speech, Hy-

derabad MP and MIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi Owaisi on January
21 appeared before the judicial first class magistrate, seeking recall
of a non-bailable warrant (NBW) pending against him in connec-
tion with a case booked against him in 2005.

The court, however, dismissed his plea and sent him to judicial
custody till Feb 2. The MP was later shifted to a jail in Sangareddy.

Cases have been registered against Asad, Akbar and other MIM
leaders by the police when they prevented officials from demolish-
ing a place of worship for road expansion at Mutangi village in
Medak district. They allegedly manhandled the then district collec-
tor then.

Asad who surrendered in the court got the taste of law. The
magistrate dismissed Owaisi's bail petitions Tuesday and Wednes-
day. The court also pulled up the MP for not appearing before it
since 2009, though a warrant was pending against him.

However, the court on January 24 granted bail to Asaduddin
in the seven-year-old case of rioting and roughing up an officer.

The court directed him to submit two sureties of Rs.10,000
each and appear before it Feb 2.

Owaisi moved court after his two bail petitions were dismissed
in as many days by a lower court.

The MIM leader's lawyer sought bail on the ground that he had
to preside over a public meeting being organised by the party in Hy-
derabad in the night on the occasion of Milad-un-Nabi.

He told the court that all arrangements were made for the
meeting and some foreign speakers were also invited. 

Asad goes in, comes out

COVER STORY
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MIM MLA Akbaruddin
Owaisi was arrested almost

after 36 hours of high drama. He
was produced before a court of
law and has been sent to prison
for a brief period for the hate
speech.

However, analysts and ob-
servers are doubtful whether the
cases registered by Nirmal and
Nizamabad police would reach
their logical end and whether the
police were clear on what they
were going to do as pointed out
by Akbaruddin’s lawyer Mo-
hammed Shafiuddin.

A similar case was registered
by Mahbubnagar police in the
past, but it was quashed by the
High Court in 2010 following a
petition filed by Akbaruddin
(Criminal Petition No. 1784 of
2009). Justice K C Bhanu of the
High Court said in his order, “In
view of the specific bar under Sec-
tion 196 CrPC, taking cognizance
of the offence punishable under
Section 153A r/w 109 IPC is
without jurisdiction, and contin-
uation of the proceedings against
the petitioner is nothing but
abuse of process of court.”

However, the state govern-
ment chose to register cases suo-
motu under the same provisions
of IPC (sections 153A and 295)
knowing very well that sanction
for prosecution was necessary.

Founder president of a regis-
tered political party Mazlumeen-
e-ummatay Mohammadia
(MUM), Mohsin Bin Hussain Al

Kasary, told The News that the
government was taking advantage
of public anger and trying to settle
political scores through the cases.

“This is not the first time Ak-
baruddin has given hate speeches.
According to the affidavit filed by
Akbaruddin before the election
commission in 2009, at least two
cases were registered on similar
charges in the years 2005 and
2006. But no action has been
taken to prosecute the accused so
far which clearly shows the cal-
lous attitude of the government,”
Mohsin said.

The cases were registered by
Patancheru and Hussaini Alam
police under various provisions of
IPC including sections 153A and
295A, which require sanction for
prosecution. Mohsin alleged that
the political establishment seems

to be planning to use the cases
against Akbaruddin to blackmail
the MIM leaders for their selfish
ends. A reputed criminal lawyer
practicing in the Nampally crimi-
nal courts said on condition of
anonymity that Akbaruddin has
crossed all the limits and made re-
marks which amounted to waging
of war against the country.

The police could have added
the Prevention of Dangerous Ac-
tivities of Bootleggers, Dacoits,
Drug Offenders, Goondas, Im-
moral Traffic Offenders and Land
Grabbers Act (PD Act) while reg-
istering the cases.

The PD Act does not require
sanction for prosecution. Besides,
any person arrested under PD Act
could be detained for six months
without an opportunity for bail,
the criminal lawyer said. 

No logical end
COVER STORY
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which tried to push its way towards
Charminar, while another group
pelted stones at the police and
media personnel from inside the
Mecca Masjid premises.

Trouble began immediately
after the prayers at around 1.25
pm. Over 500-strong mob came
out of the mosque raising slogans
in support of Akbaruddin and tried
to advance towards Charminar re-
moving the barricades set up by
the police. “Police had to use ba-
tons when the mob refused to go
back despite repeated appeals,” as-
sistant commissioner of police
(ACP) of Charminar division, M
Ram Mohan Rao said.

Police had to chase the violent
protestors away to establish peace.
Normalcy was restored in about 30
minutes and the stones thrown
from the mosque were removed
from the roads quickly. The road
was opened for normal traffic and
police continued to appeal to the
youth through public address sys-
tems to maintain peace and not to
spoil their future by taking part in
violent activities.

BEHIND THE BARS
Akbar was on January 9 sent

to jail for 14 days. After question-
ing him through the night, police
presented him early Wednesday be-
fore a magistrate in Nirmal town in
Adilabad district. The court in Nir-
mal dismissed Owaisi’s plea to shift
him to the Chanchalguda Jail in
Hyderabad on health grounds.

Meantime, in Hyderabad, the
High Court admitted the MIM
leader’s petition, seeking orders to
quash cases booked against him in
various police stations in the state.
On the occasion, though Justice
Narasimha Reddy adjourned the
hearing by four weeks, he pulled up
the legislator, finding fault with his
provocative remarks.

Judge Reddy said that a per-
son holding a responsible position
should not make such comments.
“Is this what you are giving back to
the people of the country for elect-
ing you as their representative?” he
asked. He said secularism was an
integral part of Indian democracy
and reminded Owaisi that his late
father, Sultan Salahuddin Owaisi,
had been a MP — and so was his
brother Asaduddin now.

CASES GALORE
In total, over half-a-dozen

criminal cases were filed against
Akbaruddin Owaisi for the hate
speech. Out of all the cases, the
main one that caught national
media’s attention was the case filed
by one Shabnam, a social activist.
Her case against Akbaruddin was
registered under IPC Sec 153 A
(promoting enmity between peo-
ple on the grounds of religion).

A petition was also filed in
Nampally Court by an advocate.
The court took the cognizance of
the petition and directed city po-
lice to file case against him. Ac-
cordingly, police booked
Akbaruddin under Sec 153 A of
IPC at Osmania University campus
police station.

There were several other cases
filed at several police stations. But
this particular case, wherein Ak-
baruddin was arrested, was filed by
Nirmal police (the jurisdiction
where Akbaruddin gave hate
speech). Nirmal police, a couple of
days back, tried to take Akbarud-
din into the custody but he was not
available. Later, the police stuck
notices to walls of Akbaruddin’s
residence. Meanwhile, MIM
supremo Asaduddin Owaisi has
said that Akbaruddin didn’t ab-
scond and stressed that he would
come back.

PUNISHMENT  
Akbaruddin Owaisi was

booked under two major cases,
IPC Section 153 A-Promoting en-
mity between two groups (based
on religion) and IPC Section 121-
Waging war or attempting to wag-
ing war or abetting to waging war
against Government of India.

If Akbar is found guilty of the
offence under Section 153, he
would be punished with imprison-
ment up to three years to which
fine may be added to.  If he is found
guilty under Section 121, he would
either face death penalty or life im-
prisonment. 

COVER STORY
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It is not a murder mystery solved.
It is the mysterious way of city

cops closing murder cases. In a
weird turn of events, LB Nagar po-
lice claimed in a media conference
that they had solved a two-year-old
murder mystery and nabbed three
of the four accused.

However, the police claims left
the scribes baffled as they could not
find the explanations plausible. The
police told the media that with the
arrests of three of the four accused
– Saidamma, Sanjeev Reddy and
Mallesh - the murder mystery of a
woman named Inderjith Kaur, aged
60, at Balaji Nagar, Mansoorabad
under L B Nagar police station lim-
its came to a logical end. The police
said the fourth accused Srinivas
Reddy was ‘absconding’. (He, how-
ever, surrendered in the court a few
days after the press meet.)

They also said all the stolen
property was recovered from the
accused.

The gruesome incident took
place on December 28, 2010. Ac-
cording to a complaint lodged by
Bindar Kaur with the L B Nagar po-
lice, some unknown assailants en-
tered her mother Inderjith’s house
at Balaji Nagar and murdered her.

On receiving the complaint,
police prepared an FIR with crime
no: 1705/2010, U/sec 302 IPC and
rushed to the place of offence, said
the officials. They examined the
scene of crime thoroughly and
brought the observations on
records. The cops recovered two
gold bangles, one gold necklace,
one pair of ear tops, one nose stud,
locker key and a money purse con-
taining Rs.20600 at the place of of-
fence and handed over the same to
the daughters of the deceased
under proper acknowledgement.

According the police case
dairy, Saidamma and Srinivas
Reddy, both former tenants of In-
derjit befriended Mallesh and San-
jeev Reddy and hatched a plan to
murder the victim and rob gold or-
naments and cash from her home.

On December 28, 2010 at
about 4pm, all the four accused
went to the house of the deceased
in a Ford. Saidamma and Srinivas
Reddy waited in the car outside
while Mallesh and Sanjeev Reddy

gained entry the house.
They entered into the house

on pretext of taking a portion for
rent, and mercilessly killed her by
strangling her. They tied her hands,
mouth and nose with the help of
cloth and then committed the
crime.

As both the assailants were on
the job, Saidamma too went inside
and stole gold ornaments (a gold
chain, two gold bangles, ring and
net cash of Rs.20000). The stolen
booty was shared equally, said the
case dairy submitted to the court.

This was also explained by
DCP Ravi Varma in the press meet
on November 27, 2012. But the
questions that came to the journal-
ists’ mind remain unanswered even
today.

1. On what ground did the po-
lice conclude that the four persons
named in the case dairy had actu-
ally killed the victim, Indrajit Kaur
Sanga, since there was no eye wit-
ness?

2. When did the police come

A mysterious
police probe!

L B Nagar police claimed to have solved a murder
mystery, but the case diary shows  a lot of

contradictions, leaving scores of questions unanswered

FACT FILE
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to know that the four persons were
involved in the murder?

3. Why didn’t the remand
dairy mention much about Srinivas
Reddy except the word “abscond-
ing”?

4. It was mentioned that a
Ford car was used for carrying out
the crime. But why wasn’t the car
seized? Why the owner and car
were not traced?

5. The remand dairy says the
accused was in financial problems
and needed money. Yet, they did
not dispose the stolen gold articles
for two years though they shared
them among themselves soon after
the murder. Why didn’t they sell
the gold articles and instead kept in
their custody for so long?

6. The remand dairy says some
other gold ornaments including
two bangles were found on the vic-
tim’s body and cash beneath the pil-

low where the victim used to sleep
was found intact. The murderers,
who were said to be in dire financial
need and wanted to rob the woman,
did not touch the gold and cash.
Why did they do so?

It is strange that the police
closed such an intricate case so eas-
ily by just arresting four persons.
Ironically, an inspector in the Spe-
cial Operation Team contradicts
Raavi Varma’s version. “On hearsay,
our team started the investigation
and we first caught Srinivas Reddy.
On through enquiry, he confessed
to the crime committed along with
the three associates. We handed
over the all the accused to the LB
Nagar police for further enquiry.”

If the inspector is so sure that
his team apprehended and handed
over Srinivas Reddy to the L B
Nagar police, how come the DCP
said he was ‘absconding’?

“L B Nagar police was well

aware of Srinivas Reddy’s where-
abouts as he was regularly in touch
with them. That’s why they made
him surrender before the court
after few days of the press meet,”
told an inspector, who part of the
special team, to The News.

Interestingly when The News
sought the details about the case
through RTI Act on December 13,
2012, the public information officer
rejected the application stating that
the case is still under investigation!
It seemed that he was not aware of
the fact that two weeks ago a press
meet was held by the DCP of L B
Nagar saying that the case was
solved.

Even in the annual crime re-
view, the Commissioner of Police,
Cyberabad also stated that they had
solved the case with crime no:
1705/2010!

That is what our cops are all
about!  

LB Nagar zone DCP Ravi Varma presenting the so-called accused in Inderjith Kaur murder case
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Feeling dejected and lonely as
you have no girlfriend to take

her around with your arm around
her back? You want to spend a jolly
evening on the lawns on the banks
of Hussain Sagar Lake or steal a
kiss from a girlfriend sitting on a
bench inside Sanjeevaiah Park on
the Necklace Road though you
don’t really have one?

Don’t worry, get one on rent!
Here are some teams moving
around Prasad’s and Necklace
Road. These teams offer ‘hire a girl-
friend’ services just as sex racket-
eers offer the services of sex

workers. However, sex is a strict no
with these hired girlfriends.

Police sources said a three
member gang – with two young
girls and a male pimp – who is nor-
mally clad in safari outfit was fa-
mous for such services.

You must be ready to shell out
anything between Rs 250 and Rs
500 to hire a girlfriend for two
hours. You can either take her on a
joyride or spend time with her on
the Necklace Road or Imax theatre.
You can kiss, caress and cuddle
your hired girlfriend, but not more
than that.

The pimp will identify by your
looks that you need the services of

a girlfriend and approaches you on
finding you alone at any point on
the Necklace Road. These teams
usually begin their day at around
3pm and close the business for the
day at 9 pm, sources said.

But beware, hire the services
of these teams at your own risk!
Police sources said these teams had
tie up with the Lake Police person-
nel. If you take your hired girl-
friend to an isolated place or a dark
corner out of excitement, a couple
of policemen would land at the
spot within no time and your bad
time begins.

The policemen would
threaten you with slapping a case
of rape or adultery and produce
you before the media and later be-
fore the court. They would suggest
you not to risk your life and career
and also suggest you to strike a deal
before you are taken to their supe-
rior – all part of the game.

You would be left with no
choice but to accept their sugges-
tion. When they find you weak and
indecisive, the policemen would
rob you of everything – money and
if situation permits other valuables
– which would be shared later be-
tween the police and the pimp who
had provided you with a girlfriend.
So, be careful and stay away from
hired girlfriends. 

Girls for hire
If you don’t have a girlfriend to enjoy a fun-filled

sundown, don’t worry! There are teams in Hyderabad 
that ‘hire’ you a ‘girlfriend’. But remember, sex is strict

no and availing this service is at your own risk!

COPS & CRIMINALS
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Unlike Chulbul Pandey, who
thrashes up the burglars and

keeps the loot to himself, this offi-
cer was good to the thieves and
criminals, facilitated them  and got
‘cuts’ and mamools instead of
snatching away the entire booties.
He is IPS officer Dr M Naganna,
the crooks’ and criminals’ mentor
and guide.   However, he may not
be able to do so again for time
being as he has been suspended
from the service. The state govern-
ment on December 31, 2012 sus-
pended Naganna for indulging in
corrupt practices while working as
Superintendent of Railway Police
in Vijayawada.

The government issued an
order suspending Naganna, IPS of-
ficer of the state police service,
who has been currently working as
the Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice with City Armed Reserve
Head Quarters in Hyderabad, con-
sidering his corrupt practices as se-
rious misconduct.

The decision was taken after
the government received an en-
quiry report from the state police
headquarters, which showed Na-
ganna prima facie indulged in cor-
rupt practices.

The government also directed
the tainted official not to leave Hy-
derabad during the period of sus-
pension without obtaining prior
permission from the government.
Police sources said Naganna al-
legedly collected mamools from

the criminal gangs involved in
chain snatchings, robberies and
thefts on trains and allowed them
to commit offenses without any
hurdle.

Sources also said Naganna al-
legedly received cuts from the
stolen property from the offenders.
Besides, he used to retain part of
the property recovered from the

thieves, sources said.
Following allegations of huge

corruption and gross misconduct,
the then Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police, Railways, VSK Kau-
mudi conducted an enquiry and
found Naganna guilty of the allega-
tions. He submitted a report to the
government based on which he was
suspended, sources said. 

A top cop who gets
‘cuts’ from criminals!
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The Prohibition and Excise De-
partment appears to be under

the impression that schoolchildren,
devotees coming down to temples
and patients visiting hospitals are
the right targets for marketing
liquor. A quick look at the location
of many belt shops out of the 212
licensed outlets in the city shows
that the Prohibition and Excise De-
partment has issued indiscriminate
permissions in setting up these.
Many of the liquor shops are lo-
cated very close to the educational
institutions, temples and hospitals
- a clear violation of the norms!
Rules say any liquor shop or bar
should be at least 100 metres way
from educational institutes, tem-
ples or hospitals. But, the officials
of the concerned department has
been turning a blind eye to the
norms with a view of taking advan-
tage of a loophole in the set rules,

sources in the department told The
News.

The rule states that educa-
tional institutes must be recog-
nized by the government, while
hospitals should be at least 30-bed-
ded and recognized by the Medical
and Health Department. Temple or
mosque should either be in the list
of the Endowments Department or
in the Wakf Board. The city has
scores of temples, which never
have found a place in the list of the
Endowments Department. Same is
the case with a handful of hospitals
that offer better services at lower
prices and are always crowded.

Not a single day passes with-
out the devotees thronging temples
and patients visiting hospitals, who
encounter problems because of the
nuisance the drunkards would cre-
ate. Since, in most cases, the wine
shops provide space for the drunk-
ards to consume liquor, against
rules. This obviously has the public

in trouble, while the Excise En-
forcement officials look at it the
other way round.

A senior excise official told
The News that they only go by rule
book. “We aren’t bothered about
temples like Yellamma, Sunku-
lamma and others. What matters us
is if or not those temples are en-
listed with the Endowments De-
partment. Also, if an educational
institute, though recognized by the
government, opens a branch, we
have no objection allowing a liquor
shop near the branch,” he said.

Further, he added, “We allow
opening a liquor shop near a hos-
pital if it’s less than 30bedded,
since it is not be recognized by the
government!” The loophole, need-
less to say, has the liquor shop
owners making merry and the reg-
ulatory authorities like Prohibition
and Excise departments apart from
the Police paying least attention to
the public’s woes. 

In violation of norms,
the Prohibition and

Excise Department gives
permit to set up liquor
shops near educational
institutions, clinics and
temples in the city...
putting the public to

inconvenience

Booze…
everywhere!

COPS & CRIMINALS
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Andhra Pradesh Police will
launch emergency helpline

number 100 on Telugu New Year’s
eve on April 11 to prevent and de-
tect crime. Drawing inspiration
from the emergency helpline sys-
tems available in western countries,
AP Police have decided to offer a
similar system for the people of the
state, the first of its kind in India.

Disclosing this at a media con-
ference, Director General of Police
(DGP) V Dinesh Reddy said that
the call center would function
round the clock throughout the
year. The main call center would be
set up at the state police headquar-
ters while ‘sub call centers’ would
be set up in each district.

The main call center would be
headed by an IPS officer of the
rank of Superintendent of Police
under the supervision of IG (Law
& Order), while the sub call cen-
ters would be headed by an officer
of the rank of Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police. Training would be
imparted at AP Police Academy for
all those who man the call centers,
the DGP said.

The response time would be
40 seconds from the time the call
has been received at the main call
center. The call would be recorded
and the information would be
passed on to the police officials of
the particular jurisdiction through
the sub call centers in 40 seconds.

Disciplinary action would be
initiated if the police officials of the
jurisdiction concerned fail to take

instant action, he said.
The DGP also said the official

responding on the ground would
register FIR on the spot, i.e. at the
place of the caller, instead of asking
the distress call maker to come to
police station for registering the
crime.

The DGP said that the emer-
gency call center would be of im-
mense help for the women. He,
however, said the facility would be
available from land phone in the
initial stages due to technical is-
sues. The callers should find nearby
land phone to get connected to the
emergency call center, he said.

He also said that all the police
personnel in the state had been in-
structed to take stern action against
eve teasers since a lenient action

would encourage the accused to go
further and resort to outraging of
modesty and finally sexual assault
on women. He warned that action
would be taken against police offi-
cials for refusing to register com-
plaints of eve teasing.

“We have also decided to in-
crease police patrols on the Na-
tional Highways 5, 7, 9 and 18 to
reduce accidents. Police officials
working in the police stations
falling on these national highways
have been instructed to be physi-
cally present on the roads during
peak hours. Our men will also raid
hotels, food joints and dhabas on
these highways and ensure liquor is
not sold. This will certainly reduce
road accidents,” Dinesh Reddy
said. 

AP to have centralized emergency

An emergency call center at the DGP office and sub call
centers in districts - first of its kind facility in India to be

launched on Ugadi day in Andhra Pradesh

COPS & CRIMINALS
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Heritage lovers and scholars have some good tidings this time
around as the Municipal Administration and Urban Devel-

opment (MA&UD) department has declared fifteen more struc-
tures  as ‘heritage buildings’ on the recommendations of the
Heritage Conservation Committee (HCC) of the Hyderabad Met-
ropolitan Development Authority (HMDA). A government order
(GO) was issued by the MA&UD department on January 17 with
this regard.
The newly declared heritage buildings are:

1. Shamshabad police station (old) Shamshabad, 2. Maniyar
Patt Masjid, Kutbiguda 3.   Daira Kaman, Zamistanpur, 4. Gate
portion of Monda Market, 5. St Sebastian Church, Regimental
Bazar, 6.  Past Office of Nizam’s government at RTC Crossroads,
7. Madigonda Shankeraiah Mutt, main road Kavadiguda, 8.
Ammapally Sita Ramachandra Swamy temple, Ammapally near
Shamshabad, 9. Mahalaka Chanda step-well, Eflu, Tarnaka, 10. Is-
lamiah High School, Monda Market, 11.   Vivek Vardhini School,
Jambagh Roadm 12. Sudhir Naik Residence, Gowliguda, 13.
Rahat Manzil at Saidabad 14. Aziz Bagh, Noorkhan Bazaar, 15.
State Bank of India building, Koti

As of now, 151 buildings and 30 heritage precincts have been
declared as heritage buildings by the HMDA and with the inclu-
sion of 15, the number of heritage buildings rose to 166. 

More structures
get ‘heritage’ tags

CITY HERITAGE
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The 39th National women’s
(under-20) hockey champi-

onship ended with much fanfare at
the Astro-turf Stadium at Gachi-
bowli in the state capital on January
16 and Haryana girls emerged win-

ners. President of Indian Hockey
Federation and Andhra Pradesh
top cop Dinesh Reddy is all smiles
at the way things shaped up.

Keeping her shining broad
face even brighter is Additional
DGP Tejdeep Kaur Menon, who is
in-charge of training of police in

Andhra Pradesh. Wonder why? It
was she, who left no stone un-
turned to see that the entire extrav-
aganza was a flamboyant event,
apparently to bring smile on her
boss.

When the closing ceremony
witnessed hundreds of young men

In a deplorable development, thousands of police personnel were
put to use for making the recently concluded National women’s
(under-20) hockey championship in Hyderabad a grand success,

sparing them from their official duties

Top cop’s love of sports

STATE SCAN
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and women cheering the occasion
and making stage performances,
the media men stood wondering at
the popularity the game had in Hy-
derabad.  No one, other than the
DGP himself and Ms Menon, knew
how much public money and man-
power they had to spend to make
the occasion memorable.

And here is the shocker: thou-
sands of police personnel, both
men and women, toiled for weeks
to make the event successful while
criminals and habitual offenders
made hay in cops’ absence.  The po-
lice personnel, including hundreds
of junior officers, dozens of senior
officers and DIGs and IG were in-
volved in the process of making the
hockey tournament a glittering
event.

According to sources, thou-
sands of police trainees were used
to prepare the ground, hundreds of
police vehicles used for the purpose
and more interestingly several
thousands of them were brought in
as spectators for the inaugural and
closing ceremonies of the tourna-
ment. And insiders claim, about
400 women police personnel were
trained to dance for popular Bolly-
wood numbers for three months!
Phew!

Whatever it may be, Dinesh
Reddy stands tall as the proud pres-
ident of Indian Hockey Federation,
bagging all the praises and our own

Addl. DGP, Ms Menon, is a loyal
subordinate, waiting for a pat on
her back in the guise of official re-
wards! 

Several thousands of them were brought in as spectators
for the inaugural and closing ceremonies of the

tournament. And insiders claim, about 400 women
police personnel were trained to dance for popular

Bollywood numbers for three months!
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Is corruption coming down dras-
tically in the State or the agency

that is supposed to keep the social
malady in check itself is ailing?

However, it is official now.
The comparative statistics show
that the Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) that boasts of putting cor-
rupt officials behind the bars had a
lackluster performance during
2012. It registered only 183 cases
in all during 2012 as against 319
cases in 2011.

The ACB registered 94 trap
cases involving bribe amount of Rs
13.59 lakh while six cases of dis-
proportionate assets (DA) have

been registered detecting illegal as-
sets worth over Rs 41.81 crore dur-
ing 2012 as against 182 traps and
54 DA cases in 2011.

This shows the steep fall in the
performance. However, the ACB
hit the headlines with its tirade
against liquor syndicates. It regis-
tered 48 cases of criminal miscon-

duct against liquor syndicates,
while 12 cases of criminal miscon-
duct were registered against rev-
enue and other government
officials.

Interestingly, number of offi-
cers involved in the corruption
cases has gone up drastically to
1,552 in 2012 from 452 in 2011.
This is because of naming large
number of accused in the liquor
syndicate cases.

The ACB also investigated
sensational cases such as cash for
bail scam involving three sitting
judges, former Karnataka minister
Gali Janardhana Reddy, two sitting
MLAs of Karnataka and some pri-
vate persons. 

What ails ACB?
The comparative statistics show that the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB)
that boasts of putting corrupt officials behind the bars had a lackluster

performance during 2012

STATE SCAN
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Being a member of  one of  Hyder-
abad’s oldest existing families from

the Nizam’s time, he carries the legacy
of  his family and Hyderabad culture to
the rest of  the world. To the world he is
a businessman, a good friend and a fa-
ther but he is also a socialite who loves
to hang out with the inner circle of  the
society. He is none other than 37-year-
old Hasnian Saberi, the young entrepre-

neur who has become one of  the most
loved businessmen in the city.
He turns vociferous while talking

about his family. “My great grandfather
was the first commissioner of  police of
Hyderabad city during the Nizam’s
times. Well, that’s past now. It’s been al-
most 50 years we have been in optical
business.”
With more than 30 eye boutiques

across the city, Saberi’s is an undisputed
leader in optical segment. “Thanks to
our brand ambassadors Salman Khan,
Sanjay Dutt and Sunil Shetty, we could
take our optical to the next level. In the
coming days we are also getting into
construction business. Right now it’s on
cards and I can’t reveal much about it,”
says Hasnain.
An avid partygoer, Hasnain loves to

CITy’s blUe
eyed boy

Young businessman Hasnain
Saberi believes politics is not
the only way to serve the
people.He spoke to our
correspondent VAMSHI TUNGA

FOCUS
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attend parties and get-togethers. Asked
about his being seen in party circles,
often along with his siblings, he says,
“Well, parties are part of  Hyderabad
culture. I feel it’s the best place to bring
all your beloved one’s at one place. I
love to party not that to have fun but
most importantly to meet all my family
members and friends. Spend time with
them means a lot to me. My home party
would resemble a festival, most of  the
times I prefer partying at home rather
than in a five star hotel.”
And yes, his relation with celebrities

is widely known. Salman Khan and his
family are close family friends. When-
ever the Khans come to Hyderabad,
they stay at Saberi’s home. “In 2008 we
made Salman Khan Brand ambassa-
dors of  our Saberi’s opticals. Thanks to
Salman he did not charge us a penny
that’s how we are closely related I can
say. Also Salman Khan is planning to
launch ‘Being Human’ stores in the city;
I’m helping him out in this way,” re-
veals Hasnain.
Coming to cricketers, former crick-

eter Azharuddin is part of  every party

happens at his home.
“It’s nice to have such
lovely people around. My
home is always a place of
happening you can say.
Right now Ram Charan
is shooting his film at my
home.
“Apart from business,

I would prefer staying at
home and would like to
spend some valuable
time with my family and
friends. I’m gadget and
car freak. I have every
huge collection of  world
top brands of  watches
and cars. I work out
daily in gym. I was
crowned fitness king of
Nizam Club in the year

2010, you can say I’m health conscious
also.”
However, unlike many other suc-

cessful businessmen, Husnain has no
plans to try politics. He turns candid
while discussing the matter of  joining
politics. “To be frank I thought of  giv-
ing a try in politics but gave a second
thought and stepped back. Because I
feel that it would affect my relationship
with friends who are in other parties.
But then I’m an all-party boy. To serve
people, politics is not the only way I
feel. From our Saberi Opticals Lim-
ited, we organize free eye camps every
month to help the poor. I feel eyes are
the most sensitive part of  our body.”
And what is the most interesting

about him is: he maintains 200 bank
accounts and deposits money in each
account every month!  Hasnain Saberi with Salman Khan

Saberi with Azharuddin and Kapildev
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In a brazen display of brutality,
Maoists cut open the stomach of

a dead soldier to implant a bomb
inside last month, sending chill
down the spines of those even who
sympathise with the outlaws.
Though the Improvised Explosive
Device (IDE) was defused by ex-
perts after doctors raised an alarm,
the inhumanity that the rebels
showed remained a topic of discus-
sion across the country.

A total of 11 Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) personnel
were killed on January 10, in an
ambush by Maoists in Latehar dis-
trict, 110 km from Ranchi. When
the bodies were taken to the Rajen-
dra Institute of Medical Science for
autopsy, doctors found a cut mark
on the stomach of a dead CRPF
man. The doctors suspected a
bomb had been thrust inside the
stomach and called police. A bomb
disposal squad was pressed into
service that defused the explosive.

“This is the first instance in
India that a bomb has been found
implanted in a body. An x-ray of
the body showed a container con-
nected with the cut mark,” a police
official told the media. The weight
of the bomb was around two kg
and the CRPF soldier in whose
stomach it was found has been
identified as Babulal Patel.

Maoist violence in the coun-
try is nothing new, but in this case,
the ultras did something they had
never done before. They managed
to insert an IED in the stomach of
a CRPF trooper who was killed in
an ambush, a vicious plan to cause
more casualties during the airlift-

ing of his body. The 1.5 kg IED,
which was planted in Babulal
Patel’s body, was powerful enough
to blow up a landmine-proof vehi-
cle. This crude method of Maoists
is seen as the last resort of the fight-
ing insurgents to create fear-psy-
chosis among the cops in order to
prevent them from undertaking
combing operations.

The  ‘surgery’ carried out in on
the dead soldier’s body would have
taken more than an hour and it
clearly indicates the presence of
several ‘experts’ among the 250
outlaws who surrounded the

troops and carried out the en-
counter. Unless security experts in
Jharkhand hit back and fast, things
will prove detrimental to the state.
By this brutal act, the outlaws have
proved that the relatively quiet pe-
riod of 2012 was nothing but the
calmness before the storm.  Ac-
cording to analysts, “It was a year
of strategic retreat, during which
they decided not to confront the
enemy but to consolidate by re-
cruiting, recuperating, striking new
alliances and looking for newer
ways of raising funds and acquiring
weapons.” 

outlaws turn barbaric

In what forecasts a blood-soaked year ahead for the
country, the first month of the New Year witnessed the
most brutal Maoist act ever with the outlaws planting a
huge explosive inside a dead CRPF constable’s body

NATIONAL NEWS
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Former president Pratibha
Patil’s wanderlust is well-

known and the fact that her love
for travel has cost the public ex-
chequer a whopping Rs 205 crore
on her foreign visits, which came as
a dubious distinction indeed! 

The controversy erupted
when she had still four months to
go in the office, but it did not deter
her to take up further trips. Infor-
mation accessed through RTI has
revealed that Patil’s last trip abroad
as President ran up a bill of
Rs18.08 crore.

Ever since the country’s first
woman President assumed office in
July 2007, Patil has undertaken 12
foreign trips covering 22 countries
across four continents.  Despite
public outcry about huge expendi-
ture on her foreign travels while
she was in office, former President
spent yet another Rs18 crore on
her last visits abroad — to South
Africa and Seychelles, in April
2012.

According to the information,
Rs16.83 crore alone was spent on
chartering of the Air India Boeing
747-400 jumbo for her two-nation
trip between April 29 and May 8.
Another Rs1.46 crore was spent in
South African capital Pretoria. Of
this, Rs71.82 lakh was spent on
local stay, Rs52.33 lakh on trans-
portation and Rs22.12 lakh on
miscellaneous expenditure.

It is known that she had in-
curred an expenditure of Rs23.55
lakh in Durban. Of this, hotel stay
alone cost nearly Rs18 lakh and
transportation was Rs5.27 lakh.
The details about the lodging and
other expenditures in South Africa
were provided by the Indian Mis-
sions in Pretoria and Durban under
RTI, according to reports.

Nearly Rs36 crore has been
incurred by the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs on accommodation,
local travel, daily allowance and
“miscellaneous” expenses, accord-
ing to the information provided by
the Ministry.

The Ministry of Defence,
which pays Air India for use of
chartered aircraft by the President,
fended off RTI queries and pro-

vided little information. Air India
had billed the Defence Ministry for
over Rs169 crore on account of air-
craft used by Patil. Of this, the
Ministry has paid nearly Rs153
crore, leaving unpaid bills of over
Rs16 crore.

Ironically, the Rashtrapati
Bhavan had then defended these
visits terming them “necessary” to
deepen bilateral cooperation. And
it is anybody’s knowledge they
were mere ‘pleasure trips’ along
with family members and acquain-
tances.

India’s first woman president,
however, became the first ever
travel buff who enjoyed four years
of her tenure to explore the world’s
exotic locales at the people’s ex-
penses!  

Pratibha Patil’s
wanderlust

In a shocking
revelation, an
RTI query
shows that
former

president
Pratibha Patil
incurred Rs.18

crores
expenditure for
her last trip to
Africa and
Seychelles

while in office
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Even as women in the country
are deriding Indian right wing

activists’ theory that revealing out-
fits worn by Indian females are the
cause of wide-spread violence
against the fairer sex, one third of
men in Britain seem to have toed
the line of Indian moral police.

A recently conducted survey
by the British Heart Foundation
shows that around one third of
men in Britain find hot-pants,
mini-skirts and low cut tops “too
distracting” and want them banned
from offices.

According to a report ap-
peared in the Daily Mail, the men
said women should be stopped
from wearing revealing outfits at
work. Hot-pants were named by 32
percent men as unacceptable, while

30 percent said anything with a
leopard print should be banned.

Men have problems with see-
through or sheer tops too. A total
of 27 percent of men want them to
be banned while 24 percent named
miniskirts and 22 percent low cut
tops as big reasons to worry. And
unlike in India, surprisingly, a ma-
jority of women — 67 percent —
also said their female colleagues
should be stopped from wearing
tiny shorts, and 52 percent said
miniskirts were unprofessional.

The study into British atti-
tudes to clothes in the workplace
found that more than a third of
women said wearing red makes
them feel more confident, accord-
ing to the report.

Slogan T-shirts and novelty
ties too found their way to the ‘un-
wanted’ dress items. 

british men find mini-skirts 
‘too distracting’

GLOBAL GLANCE
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If you have seen people doingweirdest and hardest of  things to
get his or her name in the Guinness
Book of  World Record, here is an
oddball who found a novel way to
get the acclaim! He has flaunted a
shirt made of  solid gold worth over 8
crores Indian rupees (£14,000)!
The wealthy Pune man, 32-year-

old money-lender Datta Phuge, has
made heads turn when he made his
appearance, clad in golden shirt and
sporting heavy gold chains and
bracelets. And Phuge hopes his new
dazzling addition to his wardrobe
will make him a hit with the ladies!
Speaking to the Pune Mirror, he

reportedly said: "I know I am not the
best looking man in the world but
surely no woman could fail to be
dazzled by this shirt?"
The money-lender, from Pimpri-

Chinchwad, told reporters that the
shirt took a team of  15 goldsmiths
two weeks to make working 16
hours a day creating and weaving the
gold threads. It comes complete with
its own matching cuffs and a set of
rings crafted from left-over gold.
Mr Phuge told the Pune Mirror,

that the clothing will be “an embel-
lishment” to his reputation as the
‘Gold man of  Pimpri’.” “The gold
shirt has been one of  my dreams,”
he was quoted as saying.
The shirt also features six

Swarovski crystal buttons and a solid
gold belt.

The man
with a
golden shirt!

GOLD  MANIA
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Even as the Pune man who
flaunted his all pure gold

shirt, much to the amusement of
many, remains in news head-
lines, a glittering car at an exhi-
bition has become cynosure of
all eyes. In what can be termed
as highly spectacular, the white
Chevrolet UVA has been decked
in two kilograms of gold, 30
kilograms of silver and around
20,000 Swarovski crystals!

The wonder car is on display
at the gems and jewellery exhibi-
tion in the Gujarat Global Trade
show, as a clear symbol of the
tremendous economic growth the
state has achieved.  

According to media reports,

arguably India's most expensive car
has an estimated base price of Rs 2
crore.  Mumbai-based sculptor Ra-
jesh Bajaj, who designed it in col-
laboration with Rajkot's Bhindi
Jewellers is all smiles as congratu-
lations are pouring in.

The car was the work of 50
craftsmen, who wanted to pay trib-

ute to the recent development in
the state of Gujarat, say reports.

Rajendra Jain of Swarovski
Gems India said that Rajesh
Bajaj came up with the idea
which interested him and in
turn got in touch with Bhindi
Jewellers to get it done.

"This is our tribute to Vi-
brant Gujarat and the develop-
ment brought about by chief
minister Narendra Modi," Jain

was quoted as saying.
It took around 20 days to

complete the project. It will be put
up for auction on February 13. The
money generated from the auction
will be deposited in the chief min-
ister's relief fund after the manufac-
turers' basic expenses have been
deducted, say the reports. 

And now a golden car!
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This is one woman who has
guts! When the whole of

India is yet to get over tragedy
that struck 23-year-old Jyothi
Singh in a moving bus in the na-
tional capital in December last
year, this 40-year-old
Bangladeshi woman took law in
her own hand. She literally
thwarted rape by chopping of her
neighbor's penis when he tried to
assault her.

According to Huffington
Post, Monju Begum, a married
mother of three, made the sensi-

tive cut as she fought back after
neighbor Mozammel Haq Mazi
forced his way into her shanty
and began to assault her while
she was asleep. The incident took
place in Mirzapur village, Jha-
lakathi, about 124 miles south of
the nation's capital, Dhaka.

HUFFINGTON POST
REPORTS:

"As he tried to rape her, the
lady cut his penis off with a
knife," police chief Abul Khaer is
quoted by the AFP as saying.
"She then wrapped up the penis
in a piece of polythene and

brought it to the Jhalakathi po-
lice station as evidence of the
crime." He went on to note, "It is
quite an unusual incident. As far
as I am aware, this is the first time
that a woman has brought a sev-
ered penis to the police station as
evidence."

However, according to med-
ical experts, Mazi’s loss is a per-
manent one.  

It will not be possible to
reattach the organ on the body of
40-year-old, married father of
five, dashing hopes of him ever
thinking of doing any action with
his penis. 

Woman chops off
rapist’s penis!

WEIRD WORLD
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The world is abuzz with
Uganda’s ‘Kill the Gay’ Bill.

World leaders including Barack
Hussein Obama, Hillary Clinton
and David Cameroon are knitting
their brows in anger and the
lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) community
is up the creek about their entity
and safety.

But the sexual minority
across the world has reasons to
cheer. India offers exciting
tourist destination for the LGBT
community members to have a
hassle-free frolic. India is fast
emerging as the ultimate ‘pink’
tourist destination, thanks to
Indian gay-tour operators.

It may be remembered that
since the high court
decriminalized homosexuality in
2009, India has been getting
more popular among gay
travellers. According to gay travel
operators, LGBT tourists want
the same things as any traveller:
to feel safe and welcome. Feeling
welcome is not only a reference to
local hospitality, but also to larger
issues of governmental rights, they
say.

Pink tourism agents are
making a killing by catering
exclusively to the LGBT
community. They make gay
travellers feel welcome in an
unknown land and also bridge the
gap between them and the locals.

Their tour packages often
include gay nightlife or interactions

with local gay business people. The
biggest difference between normal
and gay-friendly tour operators is;
the latter can anticipate the
requirements of gay travellers
better, compared to the former.

The prime concerns of the
travellers are safety and a
discrimination-free trip, which the

operators ensure through extensive
networking. Gay-friendly tour
operators say that they keep an eye
on clients' movements, as they have
offices all across the country and
make sure all necessary information
about what to wear and where to go
is provided to the clients.

Some gay-friendly operators
like Pink Escapes sends out
advisories to their clients about the
Indian scenario and also how to
manage interactions with new

acquaintances. They also use the
services of gay or gay-friendly
establishments to secure a
discrimination- free trip.

The pink tourists can, during
their trip to India, get a flavour of
the country through multifaceted
experiences tailored to meet their
cultural curiosities and
adventurous escapades, apart from
the normal sightseeing.

They can enjoy puppet
shows, music and dance based on
folklore in a natural setting,
cooking from scratch - from tours
of spice and vegetable markets to
the table - attend a dream Indian
wedding ceremony or get an
insight into being a gay royal,
among other delights.

According to experts, the lure
of India as a tourist destination lies
not only in its gay friendly
environment but also as a golden
chance to explore.

And they are not just limiting
their tours to big metros, they
throng smaller cities like Udaipur,

Jaipur, Jaisalmer, Khajuraho,
Varanasi and locations like back
waters of Kerala, Marari Beach and
foothills of Himalayas.

And if you didn’t know,
Udaipur has a number of gay
friendly restaurants and cafes,
Jaipur has gay-friendly
neighbourhoods and people,
whereas down south, Kerala
provides good opportunities for
travellers looking for a therapeutic
getaway. 

Happy & ‘GAY ’
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Toned body, six-
pack abs, mes-

merising muscles… it
is every young man’s
dream. And to
achieve that, to be
adored like those
Bollywood stars by
pretty women, most
of the city’s young-
sters are taking the
short cuts – to inject

steroids, the deadly drugs without
knowing the serious side effects it
they can cause.    

Moreover, competition
among various gyms has forced the
gym instructors to sell steroids just
to see that the members do not
join other gym.

Hardly any of the youngsters
knows the dire consequences of
using steroids without a balanced
diet. Only professional body
builders use steroids and other diet
supplementary prior to competi-
tions. No doubt, the steroids harm
their bodies but they know the se-
cret way of getting rid of it.

For instance, a professional

bodybuilder, before competition,
injects a steroid. But to reduce the
damage caused by the steroid, he
changes his diet. “When I do heavy
workout, I take 30 boiled eggs
(leaving the yolk), six glasses
of juice and a kilogram of
boiled beef during a day. Be-
fore competition I stop the in-
take of liquids and take fruits.
Immediately after the competi-
tion to flush out the steroids
from the body I consume alco-
hol and plenty of liquids,” a
body builder said.

Steroids were first used by
the Nazi Gestapo. Nazi troops
used them during the Second
World War to make them more
aggressive, muscular and sexu-
ally aggressed. Not only that,
Adolph Hitler himself injected
the first steroid –testosterone.
Later the steroids were used by
the sportsmen specially the
athletics 1940s.

“In 1960s the maximum size
of a bodybuilder’s bicep was only
12 inches. But after the body
builders started using steroids it
has gone up to 28 inches. I too
used steroids, still I got severe pain
on my knees and joints,’’ M Pavala

Kumar, a senior bodybuilder who
represented India thrice told The
News.

TYPES OF STEROIDS USED
BY THE BODYBUILDERS

Steranobol, Turnibol, An-
droid F, Halotestin, Ora-testryl,
Androviron, Proviron, Danabol,
Dianabol, Primoboian, Primon-
abol-Depot, Durabolin, Deca-

Steroids for
sexy look?
In order to develop muscles and attain ‘sexy

looks’, more and more youngsters are turning to
steroids, apparently a dangerous way that will

lead to a host of ailments
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Pyramid baba
faces charges of
sexual misconduct
THE NEWS BUREAU

Andhra Pradesh State
Human Rights

Commission (APSHRC)
on January 16 called for a
report from the Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) of
Mahbubnagar district on
the alleged misbehavior
by Pyramid Dhyana
Kendram founder Sub-
hash Patri.

The order was given
in the wake of a com-
plaint lodged by an advo-
cate Y Somaraju. The
complainant alleged that
Subhash Patri behaved in

an indecent way with
women who attended the
meditation camp organ-
ized at Kadthal village in
Mahbubnagar district be-
tween December 21 and
31. Some television
channels aired the visuals
showing Patri hugging
and kissing women par-

ticipants, besides making
them give him a massage,
Somaraju said and added
that his behaviour sends
wrong signals to the soci-
ety.

He also expressed
doubts over the safety
standards followed and
construction permissions

taken by Patri for the
construction of pyramid.
The local police should
have taken action against
Patri for such indecent
acts, the complainant
said. Since the local au-
thorities failed to take
any action, he urged the
HRC to intervene and di-
rect the police to enquire
into the allegations and
take necessary action.

HRC non-judicial
member K Peda Peri
Reddy accepted the com-
plaint and called for a re-
port from Mahbubnagar
SP. 

Durabolin, Nilevar,  Anavar, Oran-
abol, Theranabol, Anadrol, Nilevar,
Anapoton 50, Winstrol, Stroma,
Malogen, Malogex, Delatestryl and
Human Growth Hormone

SIDE EFFECTS OF STEROIDS
The side effects are dangerous

as the use of steroids increases an
individual’s cholesterol due to
which the arteries clog and lead to
heart problems in the long run.  All
steroids cause the closing of epi-
physeal plates which causes bone
growth to cease. This is an espe-
cially dangerous side effect for

younger users as most have not de-
veloped their skeletal system fully.
This can result in bones becoming
weaker and more susceptible to in-
jury as well as stunted growth.

For males, this can mean that
breasts begin to develop along with
fatty deposits. For females, this can
mean a deeper voice, increase in
hair growth such as facial hair, an
enlarging of the clitoris, as well as
changes in menstrual cycle. “Not
only that the prolonged use of
steroids hurt your kidneys, blows
out your liver and can also make
you impotent,’’  Dr Vijay Kumar, an

eminent physician, said.
“One can use multi vitamin

tablets or Intra Vein (IV) multivit-
amin injections that have no side
effects. But better consult your
doctor before using any multivita-
min,’’ Sridhar Reddy, a national
power lifter who runs a gym at
Sanathnagar said.

“Lot of youngsters ask about
steroids, I warn them about the
side effects and always advise them
to take a balanced diet instead of
the life taking steroids,” Sridhar
Reddy said. 
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Kachoris are yummy, no
doubt, but up to what ex-
tent one can go for having

a mouthful of that small, crisp,
golden puri, stuffed with a dry,
spiced filling? Crazy you may think
but an Air India pilot even defied
orders to switch her scheduled
Mumbai- Jodhpur-Delhi flight for a
later, direct flight from Mumbai to
Delhi. And obviously she is facing
suspension! What do you think the
reason for her adamant behavior?
She wanted to fly via Jodhpur to
pick up an order for the city’s fa-
mous onion kachoris that she had
placed. Her refusal to swap flights
delayed the Mumbai-Delhi flight,
left without a pilot, by an hour.

Air India management asked
Captain Smriti Trehan to operate
the 2pm Mumbai- Delhi flight. But

she wouldn’t budge. She
chose to ignore the

order and operate
her originally

scheduled 12pm flight, which had a
halt at Jodhpur, all for the love of
kachoris. Trehan, who hails from
Delhi, was staying at a hotel in
Mumbai when she received the in-
struction to switch flights. How-
ever, she reached the airport in time
for the 12pm flight and informed
the airline’s operations department
that she would operate that one.

According to sources, Trehan
had ordered a batch of pyaz kacho-
ris, which were to be delivered to
her at Jodhpur airport. As soon as
her flight landed at Jodhpur, the
package was delivered to her, and

Trehan took off for Delhi without
delay. But meanwhile, Mumbai air-
port witness chaos as AI’s 2pm
flight was left without a pilot. It
took the airline an hour to find a re-
placement, and the flight eventually
took off at 3 pm.

The incident was later brought
to the notice of senior officials, who
ordered an inquiry into the matter.
Sources revealed that after the in-
quiry was ordered, two senior offi-
cials tried to scuttle the issue.
However, pressure soon mounted
on Air India, and the inquiry was
kept open. 

In a weird turn of events, an Air India pilots’ love for
kachori delayed a flight for over an hour as she defied
orders to switch the flight only to collect kachoris that

she ordered

Pilot prefers
kachori
to duty; 
faces boot

WEIRD WORLD
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Agold-plated pen but a secret
pistol hidden in that – a James

Bond style weapon belonged to
India’s last Viceroy Lord Mountbat-
ten is up for sale. The secret pistol
that was gifted to Lord Mountbat-
ten by the then maharaja of Jodh-
pur and is now being put up for
auction, reports the Daily Mail.

The pen was given to Mount-
batten in case he ever got into trou-
ble. It remained with Mountbatten’s
family till recently. But a collector
bought it and has been keeping it
with him. Now the handmade pen
is due to be auctioned in March.
The pen estimated to fetch between
5,000 and 7,000 pounds.

“The maharaja of Jodhpur
built it for his friend in case he got
himself in a position where he had
to sign something which he did not
wish to sign - either to kill himself
or the enemy,” the Daily Mail
quoted Nicholas Holt of Holt’s
Auctioneers which is selling the
pen as saying.

Holt said the pen pistol would
have been specially built for

Mountbatten in 1948 and features
a smooth-bore barrel containing a
removable propelling pencil mech-
anism with a concealed trigger.

The outer body is inscribed
with the words “Gun Shop Jod-
phur, 1948”. Lord Mountbatten was
the last Viceroy of India, and a
British naval officer. He was an
uncle of Prince Philip, the Duke of
Edinburgh. 

Mountbatten’s secret
gun up for auction
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And if you thought you were
the only one who was inter-

ested in watching occasional porn
all hush-hush, there are other
species too interested in a bit of
voyeuristic activities! In an unusual
development, a female chimpanzee
at Spanish zoo preferred to watch a
particular porn channel when she
was given her own TV and a re-
mote control to pick what she
wanted to watch. Zoo officials were
surprised on finding that all she

watched was the porn channel.
According to the Sun, Gina,

the chimp at the Seville Zoo, is
hooked onto an adult channel all
the while.

“I could never imagine the
surprises prepared for me by a fe-
male of this species called Gina at

Seville Zoo,” said primatolo-
gist Pablo Herreros.

To ‘enliven’ Gina’s nights, offi-
cials reportedly decided to install
Free View television, protected be-
hind glass, and gave her a remote
control so she could change the

channels herself. During a trial, the
chimp’s keepers visited her to
check that everything was in order.

“The surprise was when they
found that within a few days, Gina
was not only using the remote con-
trol perfectly well, but that she also
used to choose the porn channel
for entertainment, as many of us
would have done,” Herreros
quoted as saying. 

female chimp who
watches only porn

WEIRD WORLD
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While spectators at a Colombo
stadium sat wondering what

happened when minnows
Afghanistan threw a shocking sur-
prise to MS Dhoni and his boys,
back home in India, cricket loving
couch potatoes could see it clearly,
slowly, step by step, how could cap-
tain Nawroz Mangal and his team
sent chills down India’s spine,
thanks to the latest technology. 

And that is what people at
Bangalore-based Sportingmindz
exactly into: taking sports to the
next level via technology and gain-
ing strong acceptance at national
and international level in the field
of sports.

The success of what was origi-
nally begun as Swantha Software
Solutions and later rechristened as
Sportingmindz Technology Pvt.
Ltd has been incredible. Since its
inception way back in 2006, Sport-
ingminds, which has been taking
the sports arena by storm with its
various business processes and in-
novative sports software such as
22yardz, SKRUTiN, 

DRAGflik, GOL, 1/2Volley,
and flikVAULT, has come a long
way. All these various software pro-
grammes are meant for sports like
cricket, tennis, hockey and golf.

Being the numero uno in the
marketplace for sports related ana-

lytics, this ace software firm has de-
veloped several sports analysis soft-
ware products which are meant to
render services to the people in
various fields such as professional
sportspersons, coaches, athletes,
students, universities, academies,
physical trainers and physiothera-
pists.

“Our mission statement is to
enhance the performance of all in-
volved with sports properties. We
enhance the user experience on
sports related content and sports
related analysis,” says Sandeep
Kannambadi, co-founder and
CTO, Sportingmindz. With having
more than 10 years of engineering
and management experience in the
software industry, Sandeep is in

charge of defining and engineering
Sportingmindz's products and cus-
tomer services.

With strong management
team and advisory board, Sporting-
mindz, which is official technology
partners for Royal Challengers,
Bangalore in the Indian Premier
League (IPL), has partnered with
Intel, HP, Auciti and TeliBrahma
and also had major customer con-
tracts like Indian Hockey Federa-
tion, Premier  Hockey League and
SCA.  

Slow motion, swing analysis,
frame by frame movement, split
screen technology, magnifier tool,
video snapshot trails, video flip,
full screen view, drawing in play-
ing, quick view, overlay video, dual

The sportsmen’s spirit 
In an amazing show of excellence, Bangalore-based

Sportingmindz Technology Pvt. Ltd, has made it to the top
slot in the world of sports with its innumerable analytical
software that take sports to the next level via technology

SPORTS SCAN
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capture and what not, Sporting-
mindz team has everything you
look for. 

“We offered the complete data
storage of all the Karnataka Pre-
mier League matches to six teams
and provided information to the
respective teams as and when re-
quired. This has tremendously
helped the teams to access not only
to the matches played by that team
but also for all the matches in the
Karnataka Premier League. The
data was useful for the coaches as
well as the players to strategize
their game against the opponents
and go on to play better cricket.
This also helped the teams to get
valuable inputs about the players,”
Sandeep explains. 

Their various software analy-
sis packages are of great use to the
world of sports. For instance,
22yardz – a cricket match analysis
software - has a detailed Wagon
Wheel with graphics, statistics and
appropriate video clips. Batsmen's
strengths and weakness can be an-
alyzed with the parameters like:
against a particular bowler, against
any bowling guard, against any de-
livery type (in swing, out swing
etc.), pitch of the ball (short
pitched, good length etc.), height
of the ball, region where the ball
etc. It has been designed to analyze
the different aspects in a live
cricket match such as the batting,
bowling, fielding, partnership and
Over by Over analysis.

“Sportingmindz caters to all
types of requirements in the sports
fraternity when it comes to analy-
sis. We render complete end to end
services for the customer using our
sports analytics products so that
the customer does not have to be
concerned about the data storage,
security, availability and reliabil-
ity,” Sandeep says.  

With a highly professional

group for each sector of the sport,
Sportingmindz helps the coaches,
teams as well as players to under-
stand the reports.  It also helps
strategize and enhance perform-
ance against the opponents. This
consulting group, with its detailed
knowledge of analysis of perform-
ance theory with a range of com-
puter software and video
technology customized to individ-
ual needs, is creating sensation in
the world of sports.

According to Sandeep, Sport-
ingmindz has a huge data center
catering for people who want to
improve their technique in a partic-
ular sport. “They can use the solu-
tion of Sportingmindz on a
subscription model and make use
of the in-house expertise to analyze
their strengths and areas of im-
provement. All they need to do is
subscribe and upload their videos,
which gets digitized by the back of-
fice team and analyzed by the ex-
perts of those sports. The end
deliverable will be a detailed report
along with tagged videos,“ he says.  

DRAGflik’ is another match
nalysis software designed for
hockey matches. It is useful for
coaches and players to analyze and
strategize their strengths and weak-
nesses. 

It helps analyze different at-
tributes of the game either for the
whole match or for the first half
and second half of the match. It
also helps the team to prepare for a
match by viewing the game strat-
egy of opposition teams, and all the
previous matches held.

Sports associations and league
managers make excessive use of
their umpire analysis software. It
can not only objectively assess and
train umpires in field matches, but
also can evaluate decisions made
by the umpires on field. 

Another comprehensive web-

based solution - 3rd EYE - helps
upload, analyze and report all the
events required to evaluate and im-
prove the performance of the um-
pire. 

When it comes to tennis,
Sportingmindz’ 1/2 Volley soft-
ware is an easy to use service which
helps coach, instructors, students,
fans, followers etc. of tennis to get
their analysis done and see detailed
reports of the same.

The founder and chief execu-
tive officer of Sportingmindz, San-
jay Rao looks after the business
development and keeps relations
with clients, partners, alliances, in-
vestors and employees. 

With over 10 years IT experi-
ence, Rao has earlier worked with
product development companies
like i2, Oracle, Wipro, Symphony.
This maverick techie is postgrad in
in Quality & Reliability from Uni-
versity of Warwick, UK.

Its technical head Vijay R
Bharadwaj represented Indian
cricket team during 1999-2002.
Surprisingly, he has the highest dis-
tinction of being awarded Man of
Series in Kenya which was also his
international debut. Since he un-
derstands the business aspects
much better, he works closely with
the sales team and acts as an inter-
face between sales and the product
development team.

Another technical head,
Prasanna Agoram, works closely
with Indian Hockey Federation
(IHF) and Royal Challengers
(RC) Bangalore as technical ana-
lyst. It may be mentioned that it
was Prasanna who played a vital
role in developing the IT infra-
structure at National Cricket Acad-
emy where he worked as technical
head. The credit for conceptualiz-
ing and materializing software pro-
grammes 22yardz and DRAGfli
definitely goes to Prasanna.  
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It is a story of growth par excel-
lence. While every investor,

every entrepreneur and every inno-
vator looked at the teeming metros
and towering chimneys, an ambi-
tious mechanical engineer, also
holding a degree in management
from Indian Institute of Forest

Management, dared to think out of
the box. And an idea struck his
mind: To bring smiles in rural
India where the county’s soul lies.
The result was Villgro, an organisa-
tion that provides a host of services
that are elementary to take an idea
to the market.

The uniqueness of Villgro is
that it is capable of providing any-

thing that an innovator requires.
Quite unheard of in this part of the
country, one should say.

The visionary, Paul Basil, is
not satisfied even after identifying
and activating close to 2,000 social
innovators and impacting more
than 360,000 rural users. Still, his
journey to greater heights contin-
ues, almost sparking a nationwide

Resurgence of rural India
Striving hard to change rural India to the synonym of prosperity, Chennai-
based Villgro is busy extending all-round services to early stages social

entrepreneurs, almost sparking a nationwide movement

GOOD SAMAVITANS
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movement that envisions a pros-
perous rural India.

Villgro has solutions to every
problem that an innovator faces. It
has varied programmes that aim at
empowering villages. SEED (So-
cial Entrepreneur and Enterprise
Development), an intensive six-
month programme, is meant to
prepare and equip early stage social
entrepreneurs to hone their skills
and raise first round of funding.

“A great idea can come from
anywhere. Often it has the poten-
tial to change lives. Unfortunately
in India, many innovators and en-
trepreneurs fall by the wayside be-
fore they can transform their ideas
into a market ready form. That is
where Villgro exactly succeed,”
says Michelle Abraham, co-
founder, Unconvention.  Michelle,
who has been instrumental in
building the social enterprise eco-
system in India, is on the go to
expand the premier Innova-
tion and social entrepreneur-
ship platform in the country.

Seed Funding is Villgro’s
another activity that offers USD
60,000 in seed funding to early
stage social enterprises. It identi-
fies and extends help to early stage
enterprises with whom other in-
vestors and financial institutions
are not prepared to partner with.

Villgro’s Fellowship pro-
gramme is meant to provide skilled
professionals for 10 months to
startup companies who cannot af-
ford to get them all by themselves
so that they can successfully handle
extremely challenging work envi-
ronments. “Villgro Fellows are

sourced from all over the world and
share a common commitment to
social enterprise and develop-
ment,” says Michelle.

Vi l lg ro’s

s e n i o r
management has

worked with more than 50 start-
up companies over the last 10 years
and bring with them strong net-
works that complement their expe-
rience. Defining a pricing strategy
or building a financial model, Vill-
gro’s mentoring team is available to
support innovators, thus enabling
effective corporate governance by
identifying board members, select-
ing them and even organising

board meetings. The organisation
also gives training not just for the

entrepreneurs, but for senior
team members as well, in order
to help them obtain signifi-
cant knowledge and skill to
develop their competencies.

“Our vast networks
and extensive partnerships
with multiple stakehold-
ers allow entrepreneurs
to access the solutions

they need through known and
trusted service providers. We help
them with legal and accounting
services or discounted access to
online HR databases. Our active
relationship with the social invest-
ing community also means that
one can get the ball rolling with the
next round of investment more eas-
ily than you thought. Being incu-
bated at Villgro includes access to
Unconvention - India’s premier so-
cial enterprise forum,” says
Michelle. 

The organisation also gives training not just to the entrepreneurs, but to
senior team members as well, in order to help them obtain significant

knowledge and skill to develop their competencies
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Mushrooming
MallsMalls

PAYAM SUDHAkaRAN

Here, down South, things are
fast changing. Swanky upmar-

ket malls with food courts, gaming
zones, boutiques, cinemas and fun-
spots are not any more confined to
Hyderabad, Bangalore and Chen-
nai, they are everywhere in Tier II
and III cities.

People in smaller towns are
now familiar with KFCs and Mc-
Donalds. Tier II cities like Vi-
jayawada, Visakhapatnam,
Coimbatore, Madurai, Mangalore,

Trichy, Kozhikkod and Thiruvanan-
thapuram have malls all over,
changing the culture and behavior
pattern of the society, and heralding
an altogether different lifestyle.

“It’s all fun at a single place.
You can eat, shop, take part in an
adventure sport, watch a film or en-
tertain your kids on a holiday. You
do not need to drive around the
street, struggling to park your car
and then get into a shopping mall
and then another,” says Amarpreet
Kaur, young software professional
and SAP security officer at Schnei-
der Electric, a global technology

The culture of smaller
cities in South India has
been changed drastically
with grand malls making
entries to II tier and III tier
cities. For the young and
the affluent, malls are

places for fun with shops,
eateries, cinemas, game
zones and others rolled

into one large
entertainment area

MALL CULTURE
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group, which has its Indian base in
Bangalore.

“Malls are mushrooming. We
can see a mall every two kilometers
in a city like Bangalore. Ironically,
they are almost always over
crowded. Interestingly, this mall
culture is fast picking up in smaller
cities in the last few years. People
have money and limited time at
hand, and malls offer them a plat-
form to indulge within that. Malls
are not just a place to shop, they
offer good play area for kids, have
host of restaurants, weekend events
to entertain you and most of the
time cinema inside the same com-
plex.

It’s a getaway destination
within the city that’s safe, climati-
cally controlled and affordable,”
says Amarpreet.

While Chennai was the only
city in Tamil Nadu that was dotted
with ritzy malls till some time ago,
now things are different. Smaller

towns in Tamil Nadu like Trichy,
Madurai and Coimbatore today
boast of malls and multiplexes that

match with those in their bigger
cities.

When malls like Brookfields
and Femina Shopping Mall set their
bases at cities like Coimbatore and
Tiruchi a couple of years ago, no
one thought it would change the
entire culture of these cities. Now
organized retail is the in thing, and
more malls are sprouting on every
other day. Following the entry of

Femina in Madurai, a host of
other malls including Fun Repub-
lic, Vishaal de Mall and others
made their entries too.

Focus Mall, RP Mall, Big
Bazaar, KFC, Space Mall, Mall of
Joy… the list grows, but of course
at the cost of traditional Kozhikode
which used to bask in a royal glory
till recently.

Malls are an extension of
weekly, monthly or yearly carnivals
that we see across India. For an
emerging country, with more than
60% of population below 35 years,

Malls are fast becoming
the epicenter of modern
India. This can be more
visible by observing new
malls under development.

They have hotels,
apartments, office and

leisure space all combined
together. New generation,
begin their social activity
on any given day at a mall.
Malls are a meet-up and a
hangout place for the
varied entertainment
options it offers.

MALL CULTURE



malls are a natural extension that
meets our desires. Malls do not rep-
resent an impoverish India, but
only an emerging India. Yes, it is
definitely a trend among people
with disposable income,” says
Cerin Pathrose, Account Manager,
Mediacom, Kochi.

But for the young and the af-
fluent, malls are places for fun with
shops, eateries, cinemas, game
zones and others rolled into one
large entertainment area. “We love
to hang out in malls. It’s real cool.
We can have a whole lot of fun ac-
tivities with friends. True it burns a
hole in your pocket, but, buddy, it’s
worth it,” says Siddarth, a student
of University of Hyderabad, all of
20!

It is common for micro fami-
lies to visit a mall on holidays so
that everyone in the family has his
or her own share of fun. However,
it is worth a second thought consid-
ering the fact that a day spent in
those swanky malls would cost any-
thing in between Rs.1000 to
Rs.3000!

“In Kochi, from zero malls
three years back, we now have three
malls - Oberon, Gold Souk & Nu-
cleus. There is the much awaited
Lulu mall which promises around
20 lakh square feet. This would be
one of the biggest in the country.
Only Mumbai, Delhi and Bangalore
have malls sizing more than 15 lakh
square feet. Lulu is expected to
open this year together with Sum-
mit mall. So it is definitely growing
in numbers. Whether they can sus-
tain is doubtful. I believe Tier 2 &
3 cities are stretching a bit far with
respect to malls. Malls providing
good options of entertainment for
a wide spectrum of audience on a
continuous basis can sustain in any
city. A mall has to be managed by
professionals who understand cus-
tomer behaviour well. Finding such

professionals would be the biggest
challenge for malls,” says Cerin.

According property develop-
ers, malls are silently brining drastic
changes in the shopping concept.
Reputed international brands are
now available any of these malls,
making them reachable to the small
town inhabitants.

According to market experts,
India is a promising country for re-

tail sector. More and more people
are climbing the pyramid - which
symbolizes disposable income.
Business men in India and abroad
want a pie of this market which of-
fers great growth opportunity for
them. Like honey attracts bees,
global retail giants are attracted to
Indian market potential. FDI relax-
ation is right move that would
prove to be a win-win situation for
all stakeholders from farmers to
consumers.

Malls are fast becoming the
epicenter of modern India. This can
be more visible by observing new
malls under development. They
have hotels, apartments, office and
leisure space all combined together.
New generation, begin their social
activity on any given day at a mall.
Malls are a meet-up place and a
hangout place for the varied enter-
tainment options it offers. While
malls are mushrooming in Hyder-
abad, Chennai and Bangalore after
the economy turned stronger,
smaller cities have begun to watch
the wonderlands in malls. 
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It is common for micro
families to visit a mall on
holidays so that everyone
in the family has his or her
own share of fun. However,

it is worth a second
thought considering the
fact that a day spent in

those swanky malls would
cost anything in between
Rs.1000 to Rs.3000!
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Now a day’s everyone is chanting
the mantra of Facebook, twit-

ter and other social networking sites.
And one cannot resist them

being disconnected from this virtual
world. Be it a homemaker who sits
at home, a student, an actor or a
businessman, everyone wants a
medium to voice their views and the
best medium is social networking
sites. But one question that always
arises is how far one takes the mes-
sages seriously. Are the serious mes-
sages conveyed to the people at
right time is what one has to look up
when they post something serious
on their pages.

For example: if someone con-
tinuously posts the messages saying
that someone is in need of dire
help, or someone wants blood ur-
gently  or someone got struck in a
difficult situation. How many
would turn up, or how many people
would love to read what others are
posting. Sometimes the important
messages are lost or buried in the
ocean of other messages by people.
We see people having hundreds and
thousands of friends on these net-
working sites and the message

posted by person who is in help
may be overshadowed by other
messages.

Sudheer Reddy, an engineer-
ing student of Muffakam Jah Col-
lege of Engineering and Technology
says, “It happens to me all the time.
Whenever I need to post something
important I feel all left out. I mean
my friends have such long friends’
list that whenever I post anything
on Facebook I wonder if they take a
look at it. The more the friends you
have the more number of posts on
your wall. I feel for such an issue
gmail is the best because we have an
option there where we can mark the
important mails thus making it a
point for the other person to view
my status update.”

And sometimes the people
may be not be available on the inter-
net or may not be interested to see
what others are posting. Shekar, a
software employee at Deloitte says,
“I think it’s better to take a neutral
stance on this issue. If he/she
checks the updates on homepage,
will obviously be able to see their
friends’ status message otherwise
they may miss out. It’s better to call
a friend or someone if they want to
say anything important.”

For some users, social net-

working is a narcissistic one-way
street. Where people would be only
interested to post instead of reading
others messages. “Most of the
times, I see messages related to
blood donation etc. By the time you
actually take a look at the message,
someone would have already do-
nated the blood. So these days I am
ignoring those kind of messages.
And moreover, there are few friends
of mine who post these kind of mes-
sages just to win hearts of girls or
their girlfriends,” says, P Mahesh, a
graduate.

There are a few who say that
personal messages to close ones
work better than status messages.
Mohammed Fasi, of Apollo Health
Street says, “If a person needs to
convey something important on
such social networking sites, he
should update the message and
send it to people whom he/she
feels important. People may some-
times skip notifications but the
messages are read by everyone.
Also I feel that Facebook should
come up with a new idea as to high-
light such updates something with
an important tag or highlight op-
tion. This will ensure that all
his/her friends will surely read the
updated status.” 

Are those
messages
taken
seriously?
Youngsters are busy debating if posting status messages on social networking sites is

of any help. Most of them feel that such messages are not taken seriously
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While New Year dawns for Hy-
derabadis, there comes the

Numaish – Hyderabad’s own in-
dustrial exhibition which was orig-
inally started by the Nizams.

Shopaholics throng the Exhibition
Grounds at Nampally to shop till
they drop! From colorfully dyed
Rajasthani bandinis to delicately
crafted Lucknow Chicken viles,
from Kashmiri shawls to South In-
dian silks and what not, the expo

gives a rare opportunity for city’s
denizens to buy articles that are
brought from all over the country.
But somewhere in this ocean of
cloth stalls, popcorn outlets and
home appliances centres, there
emerges a stall in big fonts called

Prisoners make
pretty salesmen too!

Visitors throng in large numbers at the stall set up by
prisoners from  jails across Andhra Pradesh in the

ongoing industrial exhibition in Nampally
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‘Andhra Pradesh Prison Depart-
ment’ which houses various arti-
cles produced by the inmates of
jails from all over Andhra Pradesh.

One can see bright coloured
durries, intricately woven table
spreads, skillfully made almarahs
and tables along with freshly grown
vegetables at the stall. While ar-
ranging durries, Sambaiah, a senior
composer of the printing press
from Warangal Central Jail, says,
“Everything here is produced by
the prisoners only. We train them
in different fields like dyeing, tai-
loring, soap making, phenyl mak-
ing, weaving, carpentry etc.
depending on their interests and
the previous jobs they carried out
they will be placed.”

The stall which has become
part of the exhibition for more
than two decades has been attract-
ing visitors in huge numbers. The

prisoners, who spend their time in
jail all day, turn into salesman in
the evening at the expo. Aquila
Hafeez, who has been visiting the
stall every year says, “Every year I

make sure to visit the stall in the
beginning of the exhibition. The
product stays for long time and
moreover it is very affordable and
lasts long.”

These products which are typ-
ically named as ‘Sudhaar’ products
are already a hit among visitors.
Talking about the stall, a senior of-
ficial of the Cherlapalli Prison says,
“Sudhaar is nothing but Pari-
varthan, a reform. That is the basic
idea behind taking up this work.
We teach and provide work to the
prisoners so that they can go out
and set up their own units or get
employment. Moreover they are
paid for this from which half of the
money is deposited in banks and
other half is given to them at the
end of every month.”

Commenting on the selection
of prisoners for the expo, he says,
we select them depending on their
conduct in jail with fellow prison-
ers and authorities and also with
their family members. And they
should have gone on parole or fur-
lough, where prisoners are allowed
to go out of jail for a certain period
on condition of their return when
the period completes.” 

“Sudhaar is nothing but Parivarthan, a reform. That is
the basic idea behind taking up this work. We teach and
provide work to the prisoners so that they can go out and
set up their own units or get employment. Moreover they

are paid for this from which half of the money is
deposited in banks and other half is given to them at the

end of every month”
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